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City battles prescription drug abuse

CHRISTIANA LILLY cLiLLY @ TRIBUNE.COM

While the city of Sun-
rise has passed a morato-
rium on pain clinics, resi-
dents have expressed
concern on other aspects
of people abusing pre-
scription medications.

Sunrise resident Mike
Ryan, an attorney and
candidate for mayor, ap-
proached the Sunrise City
Commission atits meet-
ing torelay messages he
received fromacon-
cerned resident and busi-
ness owners about a non-
chainpharmacyinthe
city.

“There’s an enormous
loophole that remains and
needs to be addressed,”
he said of the moratori-
um. “Notonlydoyou
need to deal with the pain
mill and the pain clinics
who are actually dispens-
ing, but you need to tackle

the pharmacies that have
poppedup...thataren’t
foliowing proper protocol
and responsible business
programs of other phar-
macies.”

Ryan said thatthe resi-
dent expressed how “un-
comfortable and fearful
they were” of the phar-
macy, which he went to in-
vestigate on his own. He
said he saw carsinthe
parking lot with out-of-
state license plates and
travel items in the back-
seat, such as blankets and
“living supplies.”

“Youbegantovery
quickly develop a sense
that these were not people
from our area but who
had traveled to this loca-
tion,” he said.

Fort Lauderdaleisa
major hub for prescrip-
tion drugs. Accordingto

the United States Drug
Enforcement Agency’s
National Prescription
Drug Threat Assessment
for 2009, people come to
Fort Lauderdalefrom
many statesincluding
Kentucky, Massachusetts,
New Jersey, Ohio and
West Virginia to acquire
prescription drugs for dis-
tribution. This is possibly
because Florida does not
have a prescription drug-
monitoring program.
Ryan said the business
ownerstold him they
were feeling the
“squeeze,” and that peo-
ple visiting the pharmacy
ask to use their business’s
bathrooms or are urinat-
inginthebackofthe
building.
The City
Commis-
sion asked

' S'uﬁt‘iéé‘Po-
11ce Chlef

‘ ‘Bro: oks to
address the problem. He

' -_{sa1d thatsome aspects' '
_areconfidential sincethe -
"mvestxgatxon isongoing,

stated 'ghat the de-

. } th V‘pastyear 'the Sun—

Police Department

: ;' has made 30 arrests and
s selzed L8 40 'Oxycodone.

pills from pam chmcs
Also, drug: paraphemaha,
marijuanaand cocaine

“were seized.

" -Ryansuggested tothe
Commission a strong po-
lice presencetothearea,
strong code enforcement
anddrafting an ordi-
narice that will close the
loophole. He alsoasked

- -City Attorney Stuart Mi-
v;chelson tolook into pub-
licnuisance actions. '

_Assistant Deputy May-
orLarry Sofield, whowas
also approachedby the

beheved Fort Lauderdale ‘
hadpassed anuisance .

ordinance justayearago,

and thatthe city could .

look intoit as well.
Commissioner Joey

' Scuotto said that the city

business owners, said he

needs to tightenupwhen.

writing ordinances to
protectthe community

. fromthe side effects of

pain clinics and pill mills.
“We have toword [the
ordinance] so thatyou

can’tbeout of state, you

can’t pay cash,” he said.
“We have to make it hard
[forthem].”



